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D E R E K  G R O M A D Z K I
M i s t r a l
Lower, lowering, still these steps— a s im ple  swerve like m ercy  tu rns  
on  its a t te n d e d  en d ,  tu rn s  a n d  grasps
for gusts set w ailing  o u r  regret
a tr ip  a n d  b a tte red  at ridges c louds  have carved...
this g r in d  unravels o u t  
to  o n e  single insis ten t d ro n e  of
taking
s top  o n  s tep  aligh t o f f  overheard  syllables 
incurab le  n u m b
th ro u g h  m u r m u r in g  voices sh o r t  
o f  b rea th .  W e offer: 
o u r- fa the rs  a n d  w h ited  pa lm s  to the  w ind .
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